RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
they were operating a new process for moulding sheets of aluminium into many different shapes. It consisted in passing an enormous current of electricity through the sheet for a very minute fraction of a second ; the current was so great that even in this short time the sheet became plastic and could be moulded by pressure. The process was most interesting as a triumph of electrical engineering. The enormous current was got by short circuiting through the plate the terminals bringing the electric light supply into the works. So perfect were the arrangements that there was no sparking when this huge current was broken and not a trace of flicker in the electric lamps in the building.
"We spent the week-end after our arrival in New York with our friends in Baltimore. I was glad to find that Johns Hopkins University had had some share of the prosperity which the other universities had enjoyed, and had been able to erect much larger and better equipped buildings in the outskirts of the town. My old friend Professor Ames was now the President of the University. Professor R. W. Wood, the well-known physicist, the maker of many important discoveries and the author of a very-valuable textbook on Light, was Professor of Physics, Professor Wood has written books in a lighter vein than the one on Light; his How to tell the Birds from the Flowers does not require any previous knowledge of ornithology or botany : it is very amusing and has had a very large circulation.
After a very pleasant week-end I left on the Tuesday morning to go to Philadelphia for my lectures, visiting several universities on my way. I travelled for the rest of my j ourney in almost regal splendour. My kind friends at the Franklin Institute had placed at my disposal a private train. It had a dining-room, a parlour, two bedrooms, a 246